
This section basically is about the bloody and violent conflict that arose amongst 
the tribes of Israel after the death of Saul. Although we (and David) hoped for a 
smooth transition from one monarch to the next, it is instead a complicated, vicious, 
brutal changeover period. 

Here’s the numbers for our chapters today: 
Two different inaugurations - (therein is the problem) 2:4, 2:8
383 deaths (each of which are tragedies, two of them are described in particularly 
gory detail and involve the skewering of the victim through the stomach, two of 
them involve posthumous dismemberment) 
We see marriage covenants ignored and sex used as a manipulative pawn in this 
civil war (2 times in the pericope, but a reference to Saul’s attempt to get David 
killed in order for him to marry his daughter) 
We read about 4 funerals, and countless weeping men. 

But the most significant for the moving forward of the narrative of this story is we 
are going to see 3 significant betrayals. 

And that’s how I am going to frame the sermon, around those three betrayals. 

First chapter 2 sets the scene, then the three betrayals take place in chapters 3 & 
4. 

Chapter 2: 
David anointed king, and so is Ish-Boseth. 

In verses 1-4 we read about David’s return to the the Promised Land. 
He has been living in exile since chapter 27. He is the ultimate loyal Israelite, but 
due to circumstances beyond his control he has had to live in Philistine territory, all 
the while counting down the days until he gets to return to the his land, his normal 
life, and his destiny, all of which are within the borders of Israel. 

So after prayer, and hearing from God, David and his entourage cross the border 
into Israel. 
We read in verse 1 & 4 that David goes to the region of Judah. 



Now, it is worth reminding us that although Israel is a kingdom, with defined borders 
and (up until recently) a king, there are regions within the kingdom, taking their 
names from the original 12 tribes of Israel, that still maintain their own identity within 
the kingdom. 

We will see in these very chapters that different regions are mentioned as distinct 
entities within the kingdom (Judah, Benjamin, Ephraim etc) 

But there is something special Judah, they definitely have their own thing going on, 
They are referenced throughout 1 Samuel as nearly a separate entity. (1 Sam 11:8, 
15:4) And as we progress through the OT timeline we will see that one day they will 
break off into their own country. 

When I moved to Cork back in 2003, I noticed that the prevailing patriotism of Cork 
was not in being Irish specifically, but there was (and always has been) a great 
sense of patriotism about Cork itself. It’s the largest county, its the greatest county, 
its the Rebel County, it’s the real capitol, I’ve heard them all. And I have to say I 
agree - Cork is great. And a few years ago when I saw this on a t-shirt I just had to 
laugh. 

 well, I would wager that if Judah made t-shirts they would look a little 
something like this

JUDAH

NOT
JUDAH

And when David, the hometown hero from Bethlehem, and his army return to his 
ancestral home of Judah they welcome him.  They celebrate him. And most 
importantly, they anoint him as king. 
He had been privately anointed __ years ago by the prophet Samuel in private, but 
now he is publicly being anointed as king by his willing subjects in Judah. 

It is possibly bittersweet; on the one hand it is the beginning of God’s promises 
coming true for David. The exile was welcomed back and was hailed as king. 
But on the other hand, it was over a small region of the large kingdom. Some where 
gladly receiving him, but others are sharpening their knives and getting ready to 
oppose him all over again. 

And so it is for us: God has promised good things for His children, and every 
blessing that we benefit from on this earth is to be received with thanks - but we 
know that there is much work to be done. We know that the world is groaning in 
expectation of God’s future blessings (Romans 8) but until now, we want to be 



appreciative of the little things that we have.  
“Oh what a foretaste of glory divine” 

In v5-8 David seeks out the men who honoured Saul and Jonathan in their death 
and blessed them. This is a needed complement to chapter 1, where he punishes 
the man who claimed to do Saul harm, here as he begins his reign his first act is to 
seek out and honour those who honoured his fallen predecessor. 

V8-11 tell about a rival inaguration. 
Abner; a cousin of Saul, is intent on Saul’s family remaining in power, and so he 
takes Ish-Boseth, the fifth-born son of Saul and makes him king over Israel. 

Why would he do that? 
As we will see - Abner is a man obsessed with power. He was the commander of 
Saul’s army, and if Saul’s household ceased ruling, then he would be out of a job. 

In these chapters we will see that he is willing to do whatever it takes to cling on to 
his power. He uses political maneuvering, sex, violence and even religion to make 
sure that he stays on top.  - He surely is not the first, and sadly he is not the last 
person to use use any means necessary to claw his way to a life of power and 
luxury. 

He strongarms Ish-boseth into power, many scholars look at this as a form of a 
puppet government, where ish-boseth is the figurehead, but Abner holds all the 
power and makes the decisions behind the scene. (esp 3:11 “Ish-boseth feared 
Abner”) 

So now we have two kings, two inaugurations in the same land. This spells trouble. 
Jesus said in Mark 3:24 that “a kingdom divided against itself will not stand” and we 
see here this is going to be an inevitable conflict. 

V12-32 describe the first battle of Israel’s civil war. 

The two generals under the two kings went to meet one another at the pool of 
Gibeon (v13) 



At first they engage in the same battle strategy that David and Goliath engaged in 
previously ; representative combat. Each side chose a champion to fight on their 
behalf, and to the victor of that representative battle goes the entire victory. 

In a bizarre instance, they all killed each other and “fell down together”(v16) 

So that didn’t work so they fought each other the old fashioned way. (v17) 
The battle was fierce and David’s troops defeated Ish-Boseth’s troops. 

And in the battle, Joab’s little brother, Asahel decides to chase after the leader of 
Ish-Boseth’s troops, Joab. 
He is famous for being fast, as fast as a wild gazelle.  v18

Asahel is chasing Abner, and abner is telling him to leave him alone, because he 
doesn’t want any trouble with his big brother Joab. Asahel doesn’t give up the 
chase, and Joab kills him in a gruesome tricky maneuver. 

Ch3 

V1 gives a summary statement of the long internal Israelite war - David is winning. 

Abner, the power monger is getting more and more power in the house of Saul, but 
he realises that it is like getting an upgrade on the titanic, its a sinking ship, so he 
decides to switch teams. 

He apparently had sex with one of Saul’s concubines, which is a sexual act, a sin, 
and also an overtly political act, saying that he has the right to act as king. 
(we will say this same unsavoury practice again later in 2 Samuel) 
Ish-Boseth is forced to confront him, Abner puts on a big show about being 
offended, and then he defects to David’s side. 

V10 he says that he is going to TRANSFER the kingdom from the house of Saul 
and set up the throne of David instead.
  - whatever his motives - 
the NT uses kingdom switching allegiance to describe the act of becoming a 
Christian. (Colossians 1:12-13)
! giving thanks to the Father, who has qualified you to 
share in the inheritance of the saints in light. He has 
delivered us from the domain of darkness and transferred us 



to the kingdom of his beloved Son, in whom we have 
redemption, the forgiveness of sins.

(Colossians 1:12-14 ESV)

In verse 12 Abner offers to defect to David, David accepts his offer, but says only if 
you bring me my wife Michal. (The daughter of Saul, David’s first wife) Abner 
obliges, and we have this sad story of her being torn from her present husband to 
be brought to David. 

In 17-25 Abner is coming to join David and bringing his friends with him. 
In v18 he uses religious language to convince people to betray Ish-Boseth with him. 
As I said earlier, he will use sex, violence, even religion to get what he wants. 

In 26-30 Abner, the betrayer, is betrayed. 
One of his new fellow soldiers, Joab, lures him into  the open  for “a private 
conversation” v27  then gives him the same treatment that he gave his  brother 
Asahel.  So the betrayer is betrayed, killed in the same manner as he killed Asahel. 

Now Joab must feel good about himself, but when word reaches David, he is 
incredibly frustrated. 

From a political point of view, Abner joined the ranks of David, brought his troops 
along with him, and then on his first night of duty, he is killed by the chief of David’s 
soldiers! 
David goes out of his way to make sure everyone knows that he had nothing to do 
with it, and even makes Joab join him in mourning. 

He wants everyone to know that in his kingdom this is not tolerated. They were to 
be on the same team, and there is not to be any in-fighting in his troops.  

And how much more so in the kingdom of the Son of David, of the Lord Jesus 
Christ? 

Ephesians 2 speaks about the great unifying work of Jesus Christ, that has brought 
down the hostile dividing wall between races, that brings peace to those who are at 
enmity with one another. There is a radical equality that Jesus purchased for us. 
[Matthew 5:23-25) ] Also Jesus looked forward to the age of the church and new 
that there would be times when we have quarrels and conflicts amongst ourselves, 
He teaches us to quickly reconcile, to speak in honesty and candor with one 
another. To speak the truth and to be quick to give and to receive forgiveness. 
! Old quarrels can be forgiven - even today.



Ch 4

We see Ish-Boseth had been betrayed once by Abner, but now will be betrayed 
again by Bannah and Rechab, for the last time. He is killed and brought to David. 
David has them put to death for this act of murder. 

In summary - 
A brutal couple of chapters, but God is working His promises in the midst of a lot of 
ugly sin and unruly personalities. 
He Is trustworthy. 


