
Sermon intro 

Before we begin looking at the letter that Paul wrote to the Ephesians (which 
is one of the greatest and most powerful and influential of all the short letters 
that we have included in the NT) it would be valuable to see what there is to 
see about  the establishing (planting) of the church in that city. 

Ephesus- the capital and port city of the Roman province of Asia, on the 
western coast of what we now call Turkey, was the fourth largest city in the 
Roman Empire with a population of close to half a million people. The city 
was home to many idols temples, the most famous being that of Artemis, or, 
as she was also called, Diana. 
Ephesus was a centre of commerce, idolatry, sexual immorality and the 
occult. 
(READ from booklet)  - point out pictures 

There also was a sizeable Jewish community there, and it was amongst that 
community that God began calling people out to believe in His Son Jesus 
Christ, and the church was formed. 

3 vignettes that show the importance for the ephesian church of KNOWING 
Jesus.  (apollos, the 12, and the 7)  contrast Ephesians 4:20 “learned Christ” 

18:24-28  Apollos was a Jewish man who had been influenced by the 
teachings of JTB and he passionately taught as much as he knew about 
Jesus. Like seeing half of a movie and loving it, but then finding out that there 
is more! Priscilla and Aquila pull him aside and fill him in and he keeps on 
evangelising  (illustration - I watched the first 3/4 of No Country for Old Men 
last year and then over the past weekend I finished it in a hotel room) 

19:1-7 Paul comes and it seems like he encounters some of the people that 
Apollos had preached to in his early ministry, or perhaps they had 
encountered JTB themselves, but they also had this imperfect knowledge of 
God. 
Paul, like Aquila and Priscilla, tells them that there is more to know and 
experience of God than what JTB had told them.  a group of people who had 
part of the gospel preached to them, and after talking to them a little more he 
asks some probing questions and he comes to see that they haven’t yet fully 
come in to all that God has for them.



this group of people had been “prevangelised” - which is a word that I made 
up - to describe those people who are close to the kingdom of God. He is at 
work in their life, and they are familiar with God’s word, God’s work, and 
God’s people, but have not yet placed their trust and hope in Jesus as 
Saviour and Lord.  These people lived at a unique time in the history of 
Salvation where their “in-between state” is all the more stark and obvious 
(knowing about JTB but not Jesus) but there are many people alive today 
who are in this state, but it isn’t as punctuated. 
There are people who listen to Life FM in their cars, who hum along to 
Christian music - but don’t know Jesus. 
There are people who grew up going to camps and kids clubs, who know 
bible stories and missionary biographies  - but they don’t know Jesus. 
There are people who believe in God, and have been through catechism and 
know a lot of true things about Him, but they don’t know Jesus. 
There are people, like me as a teenager, that have gone from denying God’s 
existence to believing that He is real, and attending church services, paying 
attention to sermons, singing along to some songs, but not knowing Jesus. 

Paul doesn’t roll his eyes in frustration that these guys didn’t “get it” - He 
didn’t give out about JTB’s lack of gospel faithfulness - He just asked some 
questions and realised these guys were primed and ready to come into a 
deeper knowledge of God through His Son Jesus Christ. 

There can  be a situation where people are so overly familiar with the things 
of God that they are inoculated or vaccinated against the gospel - but that 
isn’t always the case. 
Think of your “prevangelised” friends. Maybe this is the week that you might 
ask them some questions and maybe even lead them in to a closer and 
saving relationship with The Son of God, Jesus Christ.

ALSO - these men did not know about (or know) God the Holy Spirit. 
Paul isn’t giving them a theology test when he asked about the Holy Spirit. 
the Holy Spirit  is not an obscure point of doctrine but a living Person, and a 
vital ingredient in the christian experience. In fact, as we see here, knowledge 
of and relationship with the Holy Spirit is not an optional or even desirable 
facet of Christianity that we can take or leave, if you don’t have the Holy 
Spirit, you are not a Christian.       (tongues and prophesy are two gifts that he 
gave to this group of 12, but not necessarily to every believer, btw) 
If you are a believer, it means that you are a dwelling place of the Holy Spirit, 
a temple of the Living God.  



Skip down to 11-17 
More miracles, so much so that certain non-believers are envious of Paul’s 
evidential spiritual power so they try to fake it. Things go very badly.  But we 
see that they might know all the right vocabulary,but without a living 
relationship with Jesus it is empty, pale and poor. 
Apollos, the 12, the 7 - without knowing Jesus, you have no power. 

but it isn’t all about  power and miracles and the supernatural 
demonstrations…. the church in ephesus was also built on clear, logical 
teaching and reasoning. 

v8-10 clear thinking, Q&A, logical teaching.  
ch 20:20-32 focus on v20,27,31 

Combination of the Word and Power…. Spirit and Truth  - shook up the city of 
Ephesus 

First the christians, then the city. 

17-20 

they burned the books, even the valuable ones, that took them away from 
Jesus. 
Exalted Jesus, confessed their sins and forsook their idols. 

Extol Jesus:  17 to lift up, to praise. Nothing compares to Him. They don’t 
use the name of Jesus, they honour the name of Jesus. He is not a power to 
be used, he is a saviour to be trusted. knowing who He is, and trusting Him 
leads us to confess our sins. 

Confess sins:  we think of confession of sins as a brutal religious practice. it 
isn’t confession of sins that hold us back, it is the unconfessed sins that hold 
us back. We are able to follow Jesus with integrity once we confess our sins. 

Destroy Idols: Ephesus was a magic capitol of the ancient world. Many 
people became followers of Christ but they kept the books on the bookshelf. 
Maybe some of them had gone back to their old ways. Prayers didn’t seem to 
be answered, so they might flip through the old pages. 



In burning the books they were burning the bridges to their old self. 
We must seek out and destroy the idols in our lives. 

(Millstatter See)

I’ve thrown away CDs before, a man that I respect once smashed his 
smartphone because of the distraction from following Jesus that it had 
become to him

So the word of the Lord continued to increase and prevail mightily. 
(Ac 19:20). 
The Growth of the church is described as “the Word increasing” many times 
in the book of Acts.

read v21-41 

Lives are being changed, the church is growing but there is more to the story 
than just that. 
The message of the gospel is more than just personal change and growth. 
the city is impacted. the gospel can’t just stay within the walls of the church. 
they impacted the city, and the city didn’t like it. 

Jesus is affecting the economic and cultural landscape of the city. 
Demetrius calls a union meeting. He realises the implications that the gospel 
would happen. 

What if this happened in Cork? What industry would be impacted? 

How would people spend their money and time 
Revenue commission would lay people off because people stopped cheating 
on their taxes.
porn industry / adult bookstores caves in on itself. 
Jesus died in public for our sins and he sent his disciples to proclaim the 
good news of Gods reign over all of life. 
Ripple effects of the gospel on a city. 

The riot: reminds me of John Wesley’s visit to Cork. 

2 hours of chanting, yelling, hot, confusion. 

CONFUSION several times. 



The word assembly / ekklesia is used a few times here - the only time that the 
word is used to describe something other than a church gathering. 
They are practically at a church service though, they are chanting, singing, 
standing, sitting, passionately affirming their belief system. 
lots of people in ireland today, (and in 2015) although they wouldn’t identify as 
religious, are joining in popular movements while chanting etc. 

The crowd in ephesus was choosing idols over Jesus - idols will let you down, 
but Jesus laid His life down for us. The idols that we look to will let us down in 
the end, Jesus will never let us down, He keeps His promises . 
This riot reminds us another NT riot. Paul escaped and avoided this riot, but 
Jesus faced His head on. they weren’t shouting Great is Artemis of the 
Ephesians, they were shouting Crucify Him! 
It was our sins and rebellion that was demanding His death 
(Ashamed I hear my mocking voice call out among the scoffers) 
He went there out of love to reconcile us to God, to forgive us our sins and to 
give us the Holy Spirit. 


